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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Prudhoe  Urban  District  Council  : — 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Vital 
Statistics  and  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1949. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,889 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,343 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,520 

The  main  occupations  in  the  area  are  Coal  Mining  and  Chemical 
Works. 

The  District  consists  of  the  following  Parishes  with  acreage  as 
given  ; — 


Prudhoe 

•••  •••  ••• 

1,457,368 

acres. 

Prudhoe  Castle 

•••  ••• 

644.944 

9  f 

Eltringham 

•••  ••• 

355.658 

y  y 

Mickley 

... 

1,430.554 

y  y 

The  population  shows 

an  increase  of  55  as  compared  with  that  for 

the  year  1948. 

BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

66 

81 

147 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

3 

4 

67 

84 

151 

Birth  Rate. 

There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  birth  rate  to  16.16  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  per  annum  in  1949  as  compared  with  18.73  per  1,000  population 
per  annum  in  1948.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949  was 
16.7  per  1,000  population  per  annum. 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
—  3  3 


3  3 
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The  still  birth  rate  was  .32  per  1,000  population  per  annum  com¬ 
pared  wtih  .54  per  1,000  population  per  annum  in  1948  and  a  still  birth 
rate  of  .39  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949. 

The  number  of  still  births  decreased  from  five  in  1948  to  three  in  1949. 


GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1949  was  89  compared 
with  86  in  1948.  The  death  rate  was  9.5  per  1,000  population  per  annum 
compared  with  9.2  per  1,000  population  per  annum  in  1948.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  11.7  per  1,000  population  per 
annum. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Males.  Females. 


ALL  CAUSES .  . 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries 
Suicide  ... 

Road  Traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


57 


3 

1 


2 

1 

6 

21 

1 

2' 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 


32 


1 


2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

10 

2 


1 

2 

2 

1 


2 


57  32 


Individual  Causes  of  Death. 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  continue  to  head  this  list.  The 
number  of  deaths  is  34  compared  with  35  in  1948.  Deaths  from  intra¬ 
cranial  vascular  lesions  were  9  in  1949  as  compared  with  13  in  1948. 
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Cancer. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  to 
10  in  1949  as  compared  with  13  in  1948.  "  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ” 

decreased  from  10  in  1948  to  4  in  1949  while  “  Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity 
and  oesophagus  "  increased  from  none  in  1948  to  2  in  1949. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  Years  of  Age. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  cause  in  1949,  none  in  1948. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1949.  The  figure  for  England 
and  Wales  was  .98  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  8 
compared  with  9  in  1948,  4  of  these  deaths  occurred  during  the  first 
month  of  life. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  thus  52.9  per  1,000  live  births.  There 
were  23  fewer  births  in  1949  than  in  1948  and  this  accounts  for  the  slight 
rise  in  the  rate  for  1949. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  England  and  Wales 
per  1,000  live  births  was  32  in  1949  compared  with  34  in  1948. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  four  previous  years  was  51.7 
in  1948,  60.24  in  1947,  60.8  in  1946  and  67.6  in  1945. 

(See  Table  in  Report) 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  position  regarding  the  number  of  notified  cases  at  31st  December, 
1949,  was  as  follows  ; — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

31st  December,  1949 

...  15 

8 

9 

8  40 

31st  December,  1948 

...  16 

8 

8 

10  42 

31st  December,  1947 

...  13 

13 

11 

16  53 

The  number  of  new  cases  reported  in  1949  was  10  being  9  Pulmonary 
and  1  Non-Pulmonary,  classified  as  follows  : — 


5to  10  years. 
10  to  15  „ 

20  to  25  ,, 

25  to  30  „ 

30  to  35  ,, 

35  to  40  ,, 

60  to  65  ,, 


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

1  — 

3  — 

—  1 

—  1 

2  — 

1  — 


Non-Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

1  — 


7  2  1 


In  1948  five  new  cases  were  notified  being  4  male  and  1  female, 
all  the  cases  were  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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The  register  at  31st  December,  1949,  shows  40  cases  made  up  as 
follows  ; — 

Pulmonary  Noii-Pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Age  under  2  years. 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

2  to  10  years 

1 

— 

2 

1 

10  to  20  ,, 

2 

2 

3 

— 

20  to  30  „ 

..  6 

1 

3 

2 

30  to  40  ,, 

2 

3 

1 

4 

40  to  50  ,, 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Over  50  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

8 

9 

8 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1949.  This  gives  a 
death  rate  of  .42  per  1,000  population  per  annum  as  compared  with  a 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  .45  per  1,000  population  per  annum 
for  1949.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1948. 

In  the  past  three  years  the  number  of  new  notifications  has  been  10 
in  1949,  5  in  1948  and  17  in  1947. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  unit  which  operated  in  the  District  in  October  and  November 
of  1948,  revealed  several  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  housing  needs  of  Tuberculous 
patients  and  their  families  by  the  Health  Department. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Prevalence  and  Control. 

The  notifications  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  a  separate  table 
in  the  Report.  Measles  notifications  totalled  100  compared  with  38 
in  1948  and  218  in  1947.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles 
notified  showed  the  usual  biennial  increase  but  was  not  so  great  as  in  1947. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  increased  to  45  in  1949 
against  11  cases  in  1948. 

Poliomyelitis. 

2  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred,  one  in  September  and  the  other 
in  November.  One  case,  an  adult,  recovered  completeh^  and  the  other 
case,  a  baby  of  7  months,  had  some  residual  paralysis. 

Leaflets  on  Infantile  Paralysis  were  purchased  and  distributed  to 
public  buildings  in  the  area. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  positive  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  compared  with  42  cases 
in  1948  and  6  in  1947.  25  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  in  1949  as 

against  39  cases  so  treated  in  1948. 
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TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA  WHO  WERE 
IMMUNISED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1949. 


Number  of  childre 
completed  a  full  coi 
Immunisatio 

n  who 
rrse  of 
n 

Total  No. 
of  Children 
who  were 
given  a 
Reinforcing 
Injection 

Age  at  final  Injection 

Total 

Under 

5  years 

5—15 

years 

Prudhoe  U.D.C. 

108 

— 

108 

47 

Immunisation  is  under  the  control  of  the  South  Area  Health  admini¬ 
stration  of  the  County  Council  and  is  carried  out  by  the  General  Practi¬ 
tioners  of  the  District  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
(children  up  to  5  years  of  age).  Children  5-15  years  of  age  are  immunised 
at  school  by  the  Area  Executive  Medical  Officer. 

At  31st  December,  1949,  86  %  of  the  total  child  population  had 
been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their  life.  The  percentage  of 
immunised  children  under  5  years  of  age  rose  in  1949  to  68%  as  against 
67%  in  1948  and  the  percentage  of  immunised  children  5-15  years  of 
age  remained  at  98%. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Medical  Research  Council  Report  272,  published 
March,  1950,  that  “  unless  the  proportion  of  immunised  population  is 
kept  up  to  the  75%  level,  protection  against  epidemic  Diphtheria  cannot 
be  reasonably  assured. 

Should  the  very  success  of  the  campaign  lead  to  a  decrease  in 
the  demand  for  immunisation,  the  proportion  of  protected  persons  will 
drop  to  a  level  at  which  not  only  the  population  of  a  few  unfavourably 
situated  towns  will  fall  victims  to  the  disease  but  at  which  large  parts 
of  the  country  will  be  vulnerable. 

It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  for  parents  to  realise 
that  active  immunisation  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  reinforcing  doses 
of  prophylactic  in  later  years  are  just  as  necessary  in  the  absence  of 
diphtheria  epidemics  as  in  their  presence. 

The  experience  in  this  district  seems  to  bear  this  out  as  far  as  can 
be  seen  at  present. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Total  Cases 


Notified. 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  33 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  45 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


181 


FOOD  POISONING. 


Total  number 
of  outbreaks 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
deaths 

Organisms  or 
other  agents 
responsible, 
with  No.  of 
outbreaks  of 
each 

Foods 

involved  with 
No.  of  out¬ 
breaks  of 
each 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  taken  to  Walkergate  hospital  when  re¬ 
quiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  examination  of  Sputum,  Swabs  and  Faeces,  Milk  and  Water  is 
carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

Positive  Negative 


Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic  streptococci  3  5 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria  ...  ...  —  6 

Urine  and  Faeces  Specimens  ...  ...  —  4 

3  15 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  Urban  District  is  served  directly  by  an  ambulance  stationed 
at  Mickley  and,  in  addition,  by  the  ambulances  of  the  Newburn  Station. 
Up  to  31st  August,  1949,  the  ambulance  at  Mickley  operated  on  an 
agency  basis,  after  that  date  the  ambulance  was  taken  over  and  run 
under  the  direct  scheme  of  the  County  Council  through  the  South  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  comes  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Council 
through  the  South  Area  Health  administration.  Many  homes  in  this 
district  have  been  served,  especially  cases  of  acute  illness  and  old  and 
chronic  cases. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  nee4  of  care 

and  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section  of  the  Act. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  Act,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Local  Authority 
to  make  arrangements  in  one  case  for  burial. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  (FOR  COMPARISON). 


Year 

Prudhoe  U.D.C. 

England 
&  Wales. 

1945 

67.6 

46.0 

1946 

60.8 

43.0 

1947 

60.24 

41.0 

1948 

51.7 

34.0 

1949 

52.9 

32.0 

1910 

132.1 

1926 

92.29 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Congestive  Heart  Disease 

3  weeks. 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida 

1  hour. 

Acute  Gastro  Enteritis 

7  months. 

Infantile  Convulsions 

8  months. 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida 

8  months. 

Premature  Birth 

1  hour. 

Premature  Birth 

4  hours. 

Heart  Failure 

7  months. 

Total  ... 

8  deaths. 

TABLE  OF  DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
AS  COMPARED  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Year 

General  Death 

Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

1945 

8.9 

11.4 

67.6 

46.0 

15.3 

16.10 

1946 

10.16 

11.5 

60.8 

43.0 

15.8 

19.1 

1947 

10.1 

12.0 

60.24 

41.0 

17.95 

20.5 

1948 

9.2 

10.8 

51.7 

34.0 

18.73 

17.9 

1949 

9.5 

11.7 

52.9 

32.0 

16.16 

16.7 

10 


HOUSING. 

During  1949,  the  Council  erected  44  dwelling  houses  at  their  Oak- 
lands  Estate,  making  the  total  of  houses  owned  the  Authority,  684. 
Towards  the  end  of  1949,  further  developments  of  Oaklands  Estate  was 
taking  place  and  plans  were  being  prepared  to  build  the  first  post-war 
houses  for  old  people. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1945,  the  population  of  the  area 
was  9,046  occupying  2,242  houses,  thus  giving  an  average  of  4.03  persons 
occupying  each  house,  against  2,505  occupied  by  9,343  persons  in  Dec¬ 
ember,  1949,  giving  an  average  of  3.7  persons  occupying  each  house. 

There  is  a  total  of  310  back-to-back  houses  in  the  district,  giving  a 
percentage  of  12^%  of  the  total  inhabited  houses.  These  will  have  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Council  when  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

There  are  still  30  condemned  houses  occupied,  but  these  will  require 
to  be  demolished  when  the  Council  can  offer  alternative  accommodation. 
At  the  31st  December,  1949,  over  500  persons  had  made  application  for  a 
Council  house. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gates¬ 
head  Water  Company.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  served  by 
standpipes,  but  during  the  year  10  houses  were  provided  with  internal 
supplies.  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  is  approximately 
70. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  during  the  year.  In  each  case,  the  bacteriological 
examinations  have  shown  the  water  to  be  completely  satisfactory. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  details  shown  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr. 
W.  G.  Tweddle,  Sanitary  Officer. 

I  wish  to  express  to  the  Council,  appreciation  of  their  support  and 
grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  Sanitary  Officer  and  other  Council  Officials  for  valuable  help  and 
co-operation. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


To  Dr.  Madge  Hopper, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  year  has  again  shown  progress  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene.  The  work  carried  out  is  tabulated  under  the  various  headings. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  890 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


Food  and  Meat  Inspection. 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers,  Greengrocers, 

Grocers  and  Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Dairies,  etc.  ...  ...  32 


No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  228 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  210 


1,649 


91 


132 

1,872 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

Sewage  still  flows  into  the  River  Tyne  at  Mickley  without  treatment. 
The  number  of  houses  concerned  is,  however,  small. 
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Schools. 

There  are  six  schools  in  the  area.  Water  supply  is  from  the  mains 
of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  Sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  are  all  of  the  water  carriage  type. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

During  the  year  44  dwelling  houses  were  built  by  the  Council.  These 
houses  were  connected  to  the  main  sewage  system.  Conversion  of 
privies  to  W.C’s.  was  also  carried  out  in  which  additional  drainage  of 
505  yards  has  been  laid.  31  additional  gullies  have  been  provided  and 
24  old  insanitary  cesspool  gullies  removed  and  replaced  with  self -cleansing 
types. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  owned  by  the  Council  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Mickley  S.D.  Works. 

(2)  Eltringham  S.D.  Works. 

(3)  Eastwoods  S.D.  Works. 

(4)  Low  Prudhoe  S.D.  Works. 

Mickley  S.D.  Works. 

The  effluent  is  generally  satisfactory  but  the  future  of  these  works 
is  bound  up  with  the  general  position  regarding  the  Mickley  area,  as  to 
whether  development  shall  take  place  or  not. 

Eltringham  S.D.  Works. 

These  works  deal  with  sewage  from  Eltringham  village  where  there 
are  60  houses.  In  fair  condition. 

Eastwoods  S.D.  Works. 

The  above  works  take  the  sewage  from  12  houses.  In  satisfactory 
condition. 

Low  Prudhoe  S.D.  Works. 

These  works  are  now  the  main  disposal  works  in  the  area.  Situated 
to  the  east  of  Prudhoe  Railway  Station  between  the  railway  line  and 
the  River  Tyne.  Electric  pumping  is  necessary  to  lift  the  sewage  to  the 
settling  tanks  due  to  the  ground  levels.  Treatment  is  by  Detritus 
Channels,  Settling  Tanks,  Filter  Beds  and  Humus  Tanks  and  provision 
is  also  made  for  treatment  of  storm  water  in  excess  of  three  times  dry 
weather  flow  by  means  of  storm  water  tanks. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  remove  considerable 
quantities  of  sludge  from  these  works,  much  of  which  is  due  to  large 
amounts  of  road  grit  and  coal  dust  which  apparently  find  their  way 
into  the  drainage  system. 

Public  Health  Act. 

During  the  year  56  privies  were  abolished  and  W.C's.  provided. 
The  sanitary  conditions  have  been  much  improved  in  Oakfield  Terrace, 
Newton  Terrace,  Riding  Terrace,  Eltringham  Cottages  and  Miners’ 
Arms,  West  Road,  Bates  Cottages  North,  Edgwell  Avenue  and  Leaburn 
T  errace. 
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There  are  still  however,  unsatisfactory  places  to  be  dealt  with,  such 
as  open  ashpits  in  Gordon  Terrace,  Brookhouse  Yard,  Oak  Street,  Elm 
Street,  West  Mickley,  Drawback,  River  View,  Thorncliffe  Cottages. 
In  each  case  the  workmen  have  to  climb  into  the  ashpits  to  cleanse  them. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  574  privies  in  use. 
This  however,  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the  position  in  1946  when 
there  were  approximately  800  privies  throughout  the  area.  The  Council’s 
contribution  remains  at  ^4  Os.  Od.,  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  from 
privy  to  W.C.,  but  it  is  my  experience  that  it  is  costing  between  ^30 
and  £40  to  carry  out  this  work  to-day. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Council  own  two  Public  Conveniences,  one  being  at  Branch 
End  and  the  other  on  South  Road.  The  convenience  at  Branch  End 
has  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  convenience  for  males  in  South  Road  was  still  in  use  but  a  new 
convenience  for  females  and  males  is  under  construction  at  the  Road 
Ends,  Prudhoe. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  dustless  vehicles  being 
used.  The  Karrier  Bantam  cleansing  vehicles  have  given  good  service 
having  been  purchased  as  follows  : — 


Registration  No. 

Year  Purchased. 

JVK  199  . 

JVK  361 . 

KBB  118  . 

BJR  306 

February,  1945 

August,  1945 

March,  1946 

December,  1946 

Refuse  is  deposited  at  West  Wylam  tip  and  averages  120  tons  per 
week,  due  to  the  poor  quality  of  coal  supplied  to  miners.  The  total  cost 
of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  was  £4,865  Os.  Od.  which  shows  that 
the  average  nett  cost  of  removing  refuse  from  each  premise  was  36/- 
per  annum  or  8.3d.  per  week.  There  is  still  a  certain  amount  of  com¬ 
bustible  materials  placed  in  bins  and  privies  which  could  be  burned. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  47  Factories  on  the  Register  comprising  the  following 


Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Joiners’ and  Builders’  Premises  ...  ...  8 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Bricks  ...  ...  ...  3 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering  ...  2 

Battery  Charging  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chemical  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sand  and  Gravel  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


47 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 
INSPECTIONS  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  ...  ...  ...  ... 

23 

15 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority... 

24 

12 

(Ill)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  Outworkers  Premises) 

Total 

47 

27 

— 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "  cases.") 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
Pro¬ 
secutions 
instituted. 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  V entilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (not  including 

Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

1 

— 

OUTWORK. 


No.  OF  Out-Workers 

Nature  of  Work 

IN  August. 

Wearing  Apparel. 

(Making,  etc.) 

1 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Inspection  of  meat  for  sale  by  retail  has  been  carried  out,  but  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action.  Meat  supplies  to  the  area  are 
sent  from  Abattoirs  in  Newcastle  and  Hexham,  as  there  is  no  Govern¬ 
ment  slaughter  house  in  Prudhoe. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  taken  up  with  inspection 
of  canned  goods  and  other  foods,  to  ensure  that  unsound  food  was  not 
sold  to  the  public.  I  have  found  the  trade  to  be  very  co-operative 
in  this  matter,  any  doubtful  food  being  reported  to  me  for  inspection. 
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By  means  of  liaison  with  the  local  Food  Office  the  slaughter  of 
“  self-suppliers’  ”  pigs  is  notified  to  me  so  that  the  owners  can  be  advised 
accordingly. 

Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  13. 

Improvements  in  the  position  regarding  the  supply  of  hot  water  to 
food  premises  has  again  to  be  recorded.  Most  of  the  premises  in  the  area 
are  now  provided  with  hot  water.  During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to 
adopt  the  Model  Byelaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  is  20  consisting 
of  premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  or  sold,  and  sausages  or  other 
meat  products  are  prepared. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Legal 

Proceedings 

Beef  (home  killed) 

26  stones 

— 

— 

Beef  (Imported) 

2  „ 

— 

— 

Mutton  (Imported) 

2  „ 

— 

— 

Poultry  ... 

5  lbs. 

— 

— 

Fruit 

18  „ 

— 

— 

Canned  Goods  ... 

433  tins 

— 

— 

Tea 

1  lb. 

— 

— 

Black  Pudding  and  Sausage  . . . 

30  lbs. 

— 

— 

Slab  Cake  and  Bread  ... 

203  „ 

■ " 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  57. 

There  are  3  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  area,  one  being  at 
Mickley  Square  and  two  in  Prudhoe.  These  slaughter  houses  were  licensed 
after  discussions  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  so  that  emergency  slaughtering 
could  be  carried  out  and  also  persons  requiring  to  slaughter  their  own 
pigs  would  have  suitable  facilities. 

Dairies  and  Ice  Cream  Premises. 

There  is  only  one  Ice  Cream  manufacturer  in  the  area  and  a  new 
plant  was  being  installed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dairies  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Licences — 1. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

No.  of  Licences — 10. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar 
Structures. 

The  number  of  Licences  in  force  was  3  in  respect  of  temporary 
dwellings. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

The  amount  of  repair  work  to  dwelling  houses  has  been  as  follows 


Dampness  abated 

.  •  • 

...  30 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ... 

•  .  • 

...  27 

Roofs  made  weatherproof  ... 

.  .  . 

...  21 

Pointing  to  external  walls  ... 

•  •  • 

...  23 

Eaves,  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired 

...  23 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

•  .  • 

8 

Doors  and  window  frames  repaired 

•  . 

...  24 

W.C’s  repaired 

•  •  • 

...  12 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  ... 

.  .  . 

...  36 

Yard  surfaces  renewed 

•  •  • 

...  26 

Fireplaces  repaired 

•  . 

...  10 

Chimney  stacks  repointed 

8 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

.  . 

...  32 

Drains  repaired  or  cleared 

•  • 

...  50 

Dustbins  provided  ... 

.  . 

...  Ill 

A  considerable  amount  of  general  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to 
colliery  properties  at  West  Wylam  and  Mickley  Square. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

There  are  three  Cinemas  in  the  area,.  These  have  been  visited 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  smoke  nuisances  were  reported  during  the  year. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

The  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  is  delegated  by  the  North¬ 
umberland  County  Council  to  the  Council.  During  the  year  the  Council’s 
sewers,  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tip  received  treatment  as  and 
when  necessary.  10  per  cent,  of  the  manholes  on  the  sewerage  system 
were  baited,  but  no  infestations  were  found.  The  grant  aid  to  the 
Local  Authority  is  50%  of  the  cost.  Private  dwelling  houses  were  also 
treated. 

Systematic  destruction  of  rats  during  the  past  years  has  reduced 
the  rat  population  to  a  minimum  and  the  sewers  are  free  of  rats. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Remedial  work  was  carried  out  after  complaints  by  householders 
of  cockroaches,  fleas  and  bugs  and  advice  was  given  regarding  wood 
worm,  which  apparently  is  fairly  prevalent  in  the  area. 
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HOUSING. 


Houses  Completed  during  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority,  Permanent 

44 

— 

44 

Temporary 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or 

Persons  : .  Permanent 

- - 

— 

■ — • 

Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 
ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  403 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  N  umber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  168 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“  notices  ”  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  Nil 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  —  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“  notices  ”  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ’  Nil 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  de¬ 
molished  (Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3)  ...  ...  Nil 
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(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (Sec.  20). 

(a)  Number  of  separate  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

application  for  grant  have  been  received  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  separate  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  ...  ...  Nil 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 


By 

Informal 

Action 

By 

Statutory 

Notice 

Total 

Privies  and  Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

55 

— 

55 

tn 

0) 

,,  „  ,,  repaired  ... 

19 

— 

19 

Pail-Closets  abolished 

1 

— 

1 

H  o 

Cy  ‘t-H 

s  ^ 

Water  Closets  provided 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant  was 

103 

— 

103 

03  t 
ch  5 

given,  P.H.A.,  1936,  S.47 

56 

— 

56 

o 

O 

Sanitary  Bins  provided 

89 

— 

89 

,,  ,,  renewed 

22 

— 

oo 

New  drains  constructed 

92 

— 

92 

<v 

bjO 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

18 

— 

18 

Additional  gullies  provided  ... 

31 

— 

31 

CTj 

a 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

24 

— 

24 

•  ^ 

o3 

Scullery  sinks  provided 

23 

— 

23 

Q 

,,  waste  pipes  repaired 

7 

— 

7 

,,  ,,  „  trapped 

25 

— 

25 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

18 

— 

18 

^  a 

Dh 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued  :  None  No.  of  houses 

New  service  provided  : — 

— 

(a)  By  Local  Authoritv  ...  44 

No.  of  houses 

44 

^  CO 

(b)  By  Private  Owner  ...  —  No.  of  houses 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  : — 

(a)  internal  tap  ... 

(b)  standpipe 

2,430 

70 
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Conclusion. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Miss  J.  Gray, 
Shorthand-Typist  and  Clerk,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  she  has 
carried  out  the  duties  assigned  to  her. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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